HITLER   AND   I

of his best troops. He ordered the most vigorous action
to be taken against me, and my whereabouts to be dis-
covered at all costs. Poor devils who had served me
faithfully were continually arrested and tortured by
the Gestapo. Most of them maintained an indomitable
silence, but occasionally some poor wretch would
break down and tell what he knew. In order to
minimize the risks and difficulties I left Bavaria and
established myself in the forest of Teutoburg. I was
always driven by a man in S.A. uniform. I called a
meeting of Black Front leaders of the North of Ger-
many for Easter Day, and it took place a few miles
from the place where thirty thousand local storm-
troopers celebrated the holiday. That implied that
there were no traitors in our ranks, and that our
organization was functioning perfectly.

Towards mid-April I left for Ghiemsee in Bavaria,
and called a meeting of the Southern German leaders
for May 5. I was particularly anxious to meet our
Austrian representative, as I wanted to make arrange-
ments to provide for the possibility of Germany be-
coming too hot to hold us. A Munich woman student,
whose husband kept a chicken farm, gave me hospital-
ity in her house on the Chiemsee, and at her suggestion
the meeting was arranged, not in her house by the
lakeside, but in a hut she owned six thousand feet up
in the mountains.

TU come with you/ she said, cand I'll take my maid,
and that will make the whole thing look perfectly
above-board/
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